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FERN IS FINDING HER FEET AT 
CARE FOR WILD

Since Fern’s arrival on the 23rd of June 2018, it’s been nothing but positivity
after the traumatic ordeal of losing her mom and being attacked by lions and
hyenas. After the first week of her settling in by herself Dr Albertus Coetzee

came out on the 6th July to dart her so we could thoroughly check and clean
the wounds on her legs and tail. Out of the 5 wounds, 4 were in good condition

but the largest wound on her back-right leg from hyenas required more
attention. During the procedure we had to wake her up as she didn’t react to

the drugs as well as we hoped, this was due to Fern still recovering from her 6
weeks by herself. This quick procedure only lasted 12 minutes from being

darted to being woken up. 2 minutes after being woken up she was put back
with her friends Khanya, Rose Petal and Rubybelle to reduce her stress. 3

weeks later her wounds are healing excellently with the wound that required the
extra treatment nearly healed and she allows her caregiver to treat the wounds

in return for a simple leg scratch. 
Fern is now truly apart of the baby crash in quarantine with Khanya, Rose

Petal, Rubybelle and Summer. She spends her time in the day grazing whilst
following the other 4 orphans around as they show Fern the daily routine as
well as all the crazy antics they can get up to! Khanya, being the oldest and

wisest of the baby group, enjoys passing down her vast knowledge of mischief-
making. 

Fern has taken very well to sharing the rhino apartment with the other babies.
Sharing a rhino apartment with other orphans not only ensures that she

remains warm and cosy through the cold winters nights, but also gives her the
warm comfort of love and friends. 

As time is passing by, we are learning more and more about her spunky
personality. Fern is a confident little madam. She knows what she wants and if

she doesn’t get it, she isn’t afraid to let her caregivers run! We are looking
forward to seeing this little rhino grow from day to day and watch her already

big personality get even bigger.



VISITORS AT CARE FOR WILD 
RHINO SANCTUARY

KONICA MINOLTA 
This month we had the pleasure of hosting staff from Konica Minolta, Dean

Flavell, national technical manager (South Africa) and André Ziemann, general
manager – service & support (Germany), together with Konica Minolta’s

Nelspruit branch manager, Gerhard Van Tonder. Konica Minolta have been part



of the Care for Wild Team for over three years and support seven of the
orphaned rhinos at the sanctuary. These seven orphans, collectively known as

‘The Magnificent Seven’, are Annie, River, Tyson, Venus, Meha, Tank and
Satara. Konica Minolta has seen these orphans through their rescue and

rehabilitation. 
Konica Minolta continue to support these orphans as they move into the final
stage of their reintroduction back into the wild. Thank you, Konica Minolta, for

your on-going support and love for these magnificent creatures. 
 

LOWVELD SCALE SERVICES 
Chris Bezuidenhout from Lowveld Scale Services, and his family, visited Care

for Wild Rhino Sanctuary and enjoyed seeing the orphaned rhinos. Chris
always makes himself available to fix any issues we may have with our heavy-
duty, large industrial platform-scales that we use to weigh our orphaned rhinos.

By being able to weigh the orphaned rhinos, we are able to give them the
specific care that each individual orphan needs. 

 Thank you Lowveld Scale Services for supporting Care for Wild Rhino
Sanctuary with your speedy and selfless services.

COLIN LOGAN 
We had the pleasure of hosting Colin Logan and his family for a quick visit.
Colin enjoyed seeing the orphans for whom he organised solar-powered
motion-sensor lights for the Bomas and Intensive Protection Zone, a few

months back. 



CALEO FOUNDATION 
A pair of young members of the Caleo Foundation visited Care for Wild Rhino

Sanctuary to meet their sponsored orphaned rhino Jemu. Thank you Caleo
Foundation for supporting Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary and Jemu during her

rehabilitation process and helping us help Jemu as she begins her journey back
into the wild!

BUCO - NELSPRUIT
BUCO, being one of Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary’s first choice in building

materials, supports the Sanctuary in return by always providing our supplies at
discounted prices. As a non-profit rhino sanctuary that is ever-growing, every

penny counts. Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary was happy to host Willem and his
family for a visit of the orphaned rhinos at the Sanctuary.

MALVERN COLLEGE
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary had the pleasure of hosting a wonderful group of
students from Malvern College all the way from Worcestershire in England. We
can proudly say that we made life long ambassadors and that they will help us
spread awareness of the rhino poaching crisis. Petronel and her Care for Wild
team stood together for a photo after receiving a Malvern sweater signed by all
the Malvern College students that visited Care for Wild Rhino sanctuary. This

wonderful group also donated a few supplies for use around the Sanctuary. We
are always in need of work gloves, duct-tape, paintbrushes, batteries and hand-



sanitizers, and that is just what they gave! Thank you so much Malvern college
for making such a positive difference at Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary.

LOWVELD RAMBLING CLUB
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary was happy to host a group of energetic

members of the Lowveld Rambling Club for a Rhino Bush Walk. The group
spent the day walking through the bush, led by our very own K-9 unit, learning

about the environment and the work done at the Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary.
We would like to thank all the participants for joining us and for their generous

donation towards the orphaned rhinos is our care. 



DEE LYNN BRAMAN
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary had the pleasure of hosting Dee Lynn Braman
and her two daughters, Carlisle and Madeline, this month. Dee's husband, Joe
Braman, a Refugio rancher and businessman, very successfully partnered with

the Anti-Poaching efforts in the Kruger National Park with his amazing
American Pack dogs. Dee and her daughters assisted Care for Wild staff with

feeding the orphaned rhinos, cleaning out their night-pens and taking the
babies for a walk and a graze. It was a privilege to spend time with the Braman

family from Texas and partner with them in the fight to save the rhino.



SANPARKS KRUGER NATIONAL PARK
SANPark’s veterinarian, Dr. Charlotte Nkuna and Johan Malan, paid Care for
Wild Rhino Sanctuary a visit this month. Dr. Nkuna was impressed with the

work done by Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary and was proud to join the Team.
Dr. Nkuna had a few helpful suggestions and positive remarks to help Care for

Wild Rhino Sanctuary save orphaned rhinos.  

THE SCULLY FAMILY
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary was blessed by the generosity of Colin, Nicole

and the children this month. Colin and the family joined the Care for Wild Rhino
Sanctuary team to learn about what it takes to save the rhino. They helped



cleaning the orphans’ bomas, they learned about the physical and emotional
trauma experienced by the orphans due to the poaching of their families, the
shared the joy of an orphaned rhino playing with it’s new family and running
free at the Sanctuary. It was an absolute pleasure having the Scully’s family
become a part of the Care for Wild Team, their time, effort and above all, the

generous donation made a difference in the lives of the orphans.

KEVIN PIETERSEN
Kevin Pietersen, a South African born, now English cricket sensation, joined

Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary on World Ranger Day for a visit. Kevin and his
lovely family enjoyed their experience of feeding and weighing the orphaned

baby rhinos. He also met the Rhino Rangers at Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary
and showed his support by signing the Ranger’s Pledge to the Rhinos with the
Rangers on the Day. Kevin was moved by the whole experience and we are

proud to have another Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary ambassador in the world.
Thank you Kevin for what you do for the rhinos.

WORLD RANGER DAY 31 JULY 2018



Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary celebrated World Ranger Day with our very own
Anti-Poaching Unit Rangers. 

World Ranger Day is celebrated worldwide on July 31st every year to
commemorate Rangers killed or injured in the line of duty and to celebrate the
work Rangers do to protect the planet’s natural treasures and cultural heritage.
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary celebrated the dedication and passion that our

Rhino Rangers and all of our Anti-Poaching Unit members have for the 
orphaned rhinos under their watch. Care for Wild members signed a pledge to

the rhinos to protect and care for rhinos. 
Kevin Pietersen and his family also joined the fight to save the rhino and signed

the pledge with Care for Wild on World Ranger Day. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the rangers around the world,
near and far, for their selfless dedication towards protecting the wildlife of the

world. 
We especially thank the Rangers in the Kruger National Park that work so

closely with Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary to find and rescue orphaned baby
rhinos.  



CARE FOR WILD RHINO SANCTUARY 
REMOVES SNARES FROM NEARBY RESERVE 

 
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary’s Anti-Poaching Unit got our amazing volunteers

involved in a project to clear a neighboring reserve of snares. Snaring is an
entry-level form of poaching. Snares are usually set to catch various-sized
game/wildlife such as bush-pigs and antelope for consumption or the bush

meat trade. 
Bush-meat trade is often a gateway to more complex forms of poaching

involving weapons and higher-level crime syndicates, such as rhino poaching.
The Anti-Poaching unit also showed the volunteers a few interesting ecological
facts which made the day not only snare-orientated, but fun and educational as

well.

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROJECT 
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary - Investec

Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary has partnered up with Investec in an amazing
project to uplift the local communities. One of the communities in the Care for

Wild-Investec Community Conservation Project is the Umjindi Team. The teams
are trained and qualified as conservation workers. They work for a year to gain
experience in controlling Alien Invasive Plant Species, repair fences and roads,

as well as training in Anti-Poaching. 
 

In fact, many of these conservation workers are training to join the Care for
Wild Anti-Poaching Unit, as Care for Wild expands. These future recruits have

also signed the rangers pledge to the rhino to keep them safe. 
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary is so proud to be part of such an amazing

initiative to empower young adults with Investec.



THANK YOU'S

BABY RHINO RESCUE
Baby Rhino Rescue launched a Mother’s Day campaign. When a baby is

orphaned, it not only loses it's mother, but it loses its nourishing milk. What
better gift on mother's day than the gift of bringing milk to an orphaned baby
rhino? The campaign ran on social media platforms where donations from all
over the world were made. Baby Rhino Rescue board members also made

donations which they could launch as matching grant donations. By the end of
the campaign, Baby Rhino Rescue were able to raise enough money to buy

enough milk to feed a baby rhino for 8 months! 
We would like to say a big thank you for all funds raised towards milk powder.

 
 

We would also like to thank Baby
Rhino Rescue for providing our

guards with digital watches.



KONICA MINOLTA
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary staff were overjoyed by the arrival of a newly

donated standing printer/scanner from our long-time sponsor and friend, Konica
Minolta South Africa. With the addition of the new printer/scanner, our admin

office work has been made that much easier. Thank you to Gerhard Van
Tonder, Nelspruit branch manager of Konica Minolta South Africa for making
the delivery to the sanctuary. We really appreciate you taking time out of your

day to drive through to us on the long and bumpy road.

DR TAMMI RUDDLE
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary would like to thank Dr. Tammi Ruddle, an

amazing volunteer that donated various medical supplies together with her
husband, Richard. As soon as Dr. Ruddle’s volunteer placement was confirmed



earlier this year, she reached out to Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary to find out
what she could bring to help the orphaned rhinos. With her amazing medical
background as a veterinary surgeon, she collected a wide variety of supplies
such as syringes, needles, gloves and gauze! Everything we use on a daily

basis! Thank you so much Tammi!

ER24
We would like to thank Kim from ER24 Nelspruit for helping us with First Aid

Supplies for our K9 Unit. When working out in the reserve and patrolling
through thick bush, day and night, it is essential for our K9 Unit to have first aid

supplies. Thank you so much ER24 for your continuous support of Care for
Wild Rhino Sanctuary.

DR TAMMI RUDDLE & BEATA DE ZAGON 
We would like to thank two amazing volunteers for donating tools and supplies

to the Sanctuary. The variety of equipment includes rakes, wheelbarrows, hose-
pipes, buckets, sponges and so much more! This equipment is used to clean
the bomas on a daily basis in order to ensure the hygiene standards remain
high for the orphans. Thank you Dr Tammi Ruddle and Beata De Zagon for

making such an amazing contribution towards Care for Wild Sanctuary.

DONNA RASKAS & JORDAN MCCARTY
Two of our lovely volunteers donated towels and a blanket to the Sanctuary.

These towels and the blanket will be used for orphaned rhinos. Thank you so
much Donna and Jordan for your kindness.



JANNETTE BOODEN-ELLIOT
We would like to thank Jannette for supporting the guards with backpacks,
gloves, water bottles, socks and balaclavas. Jannette has been supporting
Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary for many years in various ways. Thank you

Jannette for your continuous support!

WANT TO HELP CARE FOR WILD? DONATE TODAY!

By clicking this official link, www.careforwild.co.za/donate, 
 it will take you to the donate section of the Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary

website. 

DONATE NOW

http://www.careforwild.co.za/
http://www.careforwild.co.za/donate


 

OUR MISSION
 

Care For Wild Rhino Sanctuary is located on a beautiful game reserve in the
heartland of Mpumalanga, South Africa, where we’ve set up a treatment and care

centre where we can tend to injured or orphaned animals until they are well enough
to be rehabilitated into the wild.

 
Our mission is to save black and white rhinos from extinction. We are committed to
rescue abandoned, injured, and orphaned rhinos and to rehabilitate them wherever

possible. We enlist the help of veterinarians, nutritionists, ecologists, and other
specialists, to ensure the successful rehabilitation and release of these

animals. Over the years, Care for Wild Rhino Sanctuary has grown to be the largest
rhino sanctuary and orphanage in the world. This has been made possible through

hard work, trust, dedication, and everlasting partnerships.
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